HOME Mi SSIONS

modem tongues: it is more widely spread, and mote
exactly known, than the dead languages. Nobody, then,
wants any other language to be used for these inscriptions.
[CoRRESP., xix, 15894. Germanicus Caesar, nephew of the Emperor
Tiberius, helped him in his wars against the Germans (A.D. 11-12). His
subsequent successes in Germany made him a popular hero, but
roused Tiberius's jealousy: he was transferred to the East, and died
there in A.D. 19, perhaps poisoned by order of Piso, the Governor of
Syria.]
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MISSIONARIES

TO  CARDINAL FESCH, ARCHBISHOP  OF LYON

SCHONBRUNN, October 8, 1809.

I HAVE received your letter of September 30. I never
balance the relative value of spiritual and temporal interests.
If the Foreign Missions think it to their advantage to put
themselves under English protection, I shall be glad to see
them do so, for England is in a better position to protect
their holy endeavours than I am. Let them put aside all
thoughts of France, and fix their eyes on their heavenly
fatherland.

As regards Home Missions, I have been told that they
do harm. In. any case, my parochial clergy are too fine
a set of men for me to need these fanatics, about whose
principles I know nothing. No cause is dearer to me than
the interests of my people. For their sake I have resolved
to prohibit these vagrant missions in my provinces; all
the more so, since my states, widened, as they have been,
by the succour of divine Providence, include churches that
hold various views as to their relations with the spiritual
authority, and because some of these missionaries have been
educated at Rome in anti-Gallican principles, and derive
their ideas of duty from the lessons on pride and the
maxims of usurpation that are current in the Roman curia.
My decision on this point is irrevocable: it remains for my
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